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OVERVIEW

WHAT WE DID

IMPACT

ENGAGING YOUNG PEOPLE IN  
CLOTHING UPCYCLING FOR CHARITY

• 32 pairs of shorts were designed and created in less 
than seven hours on the day of the Sewathon.

PARTNERS:
Oxfam, Cardiff and Vale College, Love Your 
Clothes, local crafting expert

APPLICABLE TO: 
Universities, colleges, charities, volunteering 
organisations, students’ unions
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“The Sewathon  was a fantastic way to get creative and make a difference at the same time. The money raised from selling the creations will support Oxfam’s work all over the world.”Kirsty Davies-Warner,  Head of Oxfam  Cymru

In partnership with Oxfam, a Love Your Clothes ‘Sewathon’ was held for one day 
where volunteers and fashion design students upcycled unwanted jeans into 
stylish cut-off shorts for Oxfam to sell at summer music festivals.

An all-day ‘Sewathon’ was held for local people to 
help shape the look of the summer festival season by 
refashioning, sewing, embellishing, and transforming 
jeans into cut-off shorts.  The upcycled shorts were 
sold on Oxfam stalls at major music festivals, including 
Glastonbury, Bestival, Boomtown and Womad.
The Oxfam Boutique store in Cardiff collected unwanted 
jeans donated to the store a few months ahead of the event 
as well as fabric scraps, lace, ribbon and broken jewellery.  
A press release was issued to local media to promote 
the event and encourage people to sign up to volunteer 
an hour of their time to design and create the shorts. 
Information was also sent out to local organisations such 
as universities, colleges, crafting societies, bloggers, Visit 
Cardiff and local volunteering organisations. 

Cardiff and Vale College’s Fashion Design lecturer supported 
the event by encouraging her students to volunteer their time 
to design shorts and provide them with valuable experience to 
add to their work experience portfolios. 
Bespoke tags were created for the ‘Sewathon’ for each person 
to add to the shorts they created with details of who made 
them and what the event was about.
A crafting expert was on hand at the event to offer help and 
advice to people taking part. There were  
also subsequent denim upcycling  
workshops held  to use the  
remainder of the jeans so that  
nothing was wasted. These  
were run by the crafting 
expert in the same venue  
on the following two days. 

THE ISSUE
The event set out to promote Oxfam’s Boutique store in 
Cardiff, to engage young people and university students 
with messages around upcycling and repairing clothes and 

to provide public engagement experience for Cardiff and Vale 
College Fashion Design students to add to their portfolio. 

https://www.facebook.com/LoveYourClothesUK/
https://twitter.com/loveyourclothes
https://www.instagram.com/loveyourclothes_uk/
https://uk.pinterest.com/loveclothesuk/

